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Vale of the White Horse, and roughly followed the route that was
later taken by the main line of the Great Western Railway. The
course of the canal passes through the Great Western Works at
Swindon. Competition with the railway killed the canal, which is
now derelict within the Survey Area and is never likely to be used
again.1
(2) Roads. The construction of roads in the Area presented road
surveyors with many serious difficulties. The great width of land
that is liable to flood and also the large extent of bare clay hindered
the maker of the roads. There are few hard rocks within the Area,
so most of the material for making roads has to be imported from
outside. The Coral Rag is used for foundations and sometimes for
the surface, but it does not wear well. Oxford lies off the roads of
the Roman period; the one Roman road in the Area runs from
Alchester to Dorchester (Fig. 7). This road avoided the alluvial land
wherever possible and followed the high ground, two and a half
miles east of the present centre of Oxford. All the old tracks simi-
larly avoided the clay, and to-day the made roads of the Area run for
the shortest possible distance on the alluvium. There are also very
few bridges over the Thames. Although the river provided such a
useful means of transport in early times, its present significance is
more in the nature of a barrier to communication. The main stream
of the river within the Survey Area is crossed by only eight bridges
that are open to vehicular traffic, and the lack of bridges does much
to isolate certain villages.2 There is no road-bridge over the Thames
between Folly Bridge and Abingdon (a distance of over eight miles
by river), and this fact is a strong argument in favour of the construc-
tion of a new bridge and by-pass road south of Oxford. The Thames
has served as a county boundary between Oxfordshire and Berkshire
for over a thousand years. For a krge part of its course the river is
a very effective divide between the counties that line its opposite
banks.
The position of Oxford is the key to the existing network of roads
in the Area. The city commands the entrance to a gap in the scarp of
the Oxford Heights. These hills have to be climbed by all the roads
which leave Oxford, except the northern roads, and the branch of
1  The section of the canal south of Abingdon has been filled in and the* junction
between the canal and the river no longer exists.
2  New Bridge, Swinford Bridge (Eynsham), Godstow Bridge, Osney Bridge, Folly
Bridge, Abingdon and Burford Bridges, Button Bridge, and Clifton Hampden Bridge
(Fig. 6). The bridges at Eynsham, Sutton, and Clifton Hampden are all toll bridges. For
an account of these bridges see Mayo and others, The Thames Valhy from Cricklade to
Staims (1929), chap, iv, pp. 23-33.